The recent alarming increase in the incidence of venereal disease is rightly causing considerable concern, not only in the United Kingdom but in mary other parts of the world. The fact that teenagers appear to be ready victims of this scourge prompts one to attempt to investigate what the situation was a generation or so ago. In other words, are the teenagers of to-day more promiscuous than their parents were? I think there can be very little doubt that they are and I propose to illustrate this trend from the experience of the V.D. clinics in Liverpool.
Ages of V.D. Patients in 1935 and 1960
In the year 1935, which was a typical pre-war year, 2,088 male patients reported at two large clinics for the treatment of venereal diseases in the City of Liverpool. All were found to be suffering from one or other of the venereal diseases. A much larger total number was seen, but for the purpose of this investigation only those definitely suffering from one of the diseases have been considered. Table I shows that only 56 (2 68 per cent.) of these 2,088 males were between the ages of 14 and 19 years. Of these 56 In the same year, at two female clinics, 440 patients were found to be suffering from venereal disease. Again, many others reported but were found not to be infected. Of these 440, 38 (8-3 per cent.) were between the ages of 14 and 19 years. Of these 38 teenagers, 36 * 84 per cent. had acquired syphilis and 63 -16 per cent. had gonorrhoea (Table II) . The age group 20-25 years accounted for 25 9 per cent. of the total cases and in this age group 32 * 46 per cent. had acquired syphilis and 67*54 per cent. had gonorrhoea. In 1960, a total of 2,379 male patients who reported at the same two clinics were found to be suffering from venereal disease (Table III, In the early years of the second world war considerable publicity was given in the press to the problem of venereal disease and it can be assumed that teenagers and others then had some knowledge of the means of spread and the dangerous sequelae of these diseases. Unhappily, since that time, with few exceptions, the subject has again been under a sort of taboo, with the result that the young person of to-day has no proper knowledge of these diseases. 
